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Xcel Energy and SCSU partner to save energy and money for heating the university.

SCSU partners with Xcel Energy to save energy, money
“All projects are based
on energy savings,” said

Vicki Ikeogu
NEWS EDITOR

When it comes to operaa little energy saves a lot of
money.
That is primarily what
the growing partnership
between the university and
Xcel Energy has been doing
for the campus.

maintenance engineer chief.
In the last several
physical plant supervisor,
Ron VanHeuveln, have
been working on new and
creative projects with the
aid of Xcel to save the university money in operating

costs.
started with the university
over six years ago, saving
energy was important, but
not as critical as it is today.
“Now that energy is
expensive, it is a higher
priority,” he said. “And with
all the new technology out
there, you can save money.”

Xcel Energy is working
under the mandates of the
federal government to save
a certain amount of energy.
By reducing the amount
said the university not only
cuts their energy use, but
also receives rebate money
as an incentive to continue
energy.

“They study all of our
requests. And they evaluate
how much will be saved,”
While projects could be
as big as the installation of
small as the replacement of
light bulbs, every little bit
goes a long way into saving
the university money.

engineers study the energy usage of a particular
building and try to come
up with solutions to lower
the amount of energy the
building is consuming.
After proposing a plan,
the university contacts Xcel
to come and evaluate their

Partnership/
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Students wanting more information on the Minnesota Prosperity Act should contact Financial Aid in the Adminstrative Services Building.

SCSU embraces Minn. Dream Act
Vicki Ikeogu
NEWS EDITOR

With the passage of the Minnesota Prosperity Act
in May, undocumented immigrants will now be
given the opportunity to enroll in
higher education

institutions and
pay in-state tuition.
“This is an
exciting piece of
legislation,” said
Director of the
ships and Financial Aid, Michael
Uran.
According
to the Minne-

Higher Education
(MOHE), the Prosperity Act, more
commonly known
as the Minnesota
Dream Act, grants
to undocumented
students.
These not only
include in-state

tuition, but eligibility for scholarships processed by
ability to qualify

aid programs.
These programs include state
grants, self-loans,
and child care
services. However,

these students will
not qualify for
federal grants.
“That’s a big
step for funding for
these students in
getting an education,” Uran said.
MOHE does
have some limits
on this program.
Undocumented
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students eligible for
this program have
to have attended
a Minnesota high
school for at least
three years, graduated or received a
GED in the state,
and males must
have registered

between the ages
of 18 and 25.
While some
undocumented students were paying
in-state rates, Uran
said some were
not.
“This program
absolutely guarantees in-state
tuition.”

While MOHE
said they estimate
between 700 and
800 students will
qualify for this
funding, Uran said
any students, as of
yet, approach their
Dream Act/
Page 3

“Monsters University” hits theaters
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banner may rub
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way.

in prequel.

Page 2 - University Chronicle

HOUSING
Campus Apts on 5th Ave!
3 or 4 BDRM Apt.
Heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking Avail. 8/1/13
EPM 320-251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
13th St Apts.
525 13th St. S.
Close to Hockey Arena
From: $225
Dan 651-361-0803
Danruza@live.com
Apts & Houses
Clean! Well Maintained
www.ivyapartments.com
Call Jenny 320-259-9673
For Specials!!!
Male & Female
Fill-Ins Needed
Private rooms in Apts.
w/ others. Several locations
all close to SCSU. Avail
Now & 8/1/13
Excel Prop Mgmt
320-251-6005
West View &
University West Apt.
3 & 4 BDRM Apts.
Heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking Avail.
EPM 320-251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
Stateside Apts on 6th Ave!
3 & 4 BDRM Apts.
Heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking Avail.
EPM 320-251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
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Partnership
Continued from Page 1

solution.
Spieker said Xcel will then tell
them how much energy they will
save and will estimate the amount
of time until their investment will
pay for itself; a program Spieker
calls payback.

payback. However, paybacks can
be as long as seven or ten years,”
Spieker said.
In addition, as an incentive to
complete the project, Xcel will pro
vide a rebate for the university if it
adopts the outlined plan.
While some of these projects
are needed for regular upkeep on
the buildings and need to be done
regardless of a rebate incentive, the
facilities management team looks
for ways to maximize energy and
minimize costs.
For example, a lighting redesign
project in the National Hockey
and Events Center in December

University Chronicle - Page 3
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of energy that would potentially be
saved by adopting this new light
ing feature, SCSU received nearly
$6,000 in rebate bonuses that was,
in turn, put back into the building’s
operations budget.
Recent projects adopted by the
facilities management team and

St. Cloud State University
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud, Minnesota

lighting controls in the freezers
in Garvey, ventilation projects in
Atwood, and working with the
construction team for the new
Integrated Science and Engineer

Phone

building.
While the university is attempt
ing to do its part in saving energy
and money for the campus, Spieker
said he wants to remind students
and faculty to do their part.
Spieker said raising student
awareness of the issues of energy
saving will not only help them in
their own homes, but also save on
tuition costs.
Energy is not free, he said. The
PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR
money has to come from some
A
lighting
study
was
done
at
Halenbeck
Hall to save on energy use.
where.

universitychronicle.net

Staff
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Maintenance and replacement of boilers is one project to save SCSU money and energy.

PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

Facilities management is exploring new options to minimize energy usage in the walk-in freezers in Garvey.

Dream Act
Continued from Page 1

the Dream Act.
“We certainly antici
pate it, though,” he said.
amount of these students
are at the University of
Minnesota, in southwest
ern Minnesota, and the
Fargo/Moorhead area
due to the centers of
population,” he said.
Uran said he and the
like to help these students,
however, since they do
not know who they are,
they are unable to do an
outreach program to help
students in need.
Uran said he assures
students in this particular
has no responsibilities in
reporting to the Immigra
tion and Naturalization
Services.
“Students can be con
They can feel safe in com

SHUN JIE YONG / VISUALS EDITOR

There are no changes to the registration process for Dream Act.

said Uran.
The process for these
students will be a little
different than regular
students applying for

Uran said instead of
going through the federal
government, these stu
dents will strictly be going
through the Minnesota
Higher Education state
for these programs is es
sentially the same.
“It’s just a different en
try into those programs,”
Uran said.
Since the Minnesota
Dream Act is relatively
has received very little
training in regards to this
issue, but he feels they are
prepared to handle any
student requests.
“It’s all the same infor
mation we are used to. It’s
just a little different.”
He said MOHE has
kept SCSU and other
colleges and universities
well informed about the
program.
But the priority for
the word out.
This is very positive
news, said Uran.
And while he said it
will be challenging, he is
excited to have another
option for students want
ing to receive a college
education.
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“Coexist” banner abuses religious symbols

Joshua Levine
MARQUEE EDITOR
Houses of worship often construct enormous religious symbols;
beacons for weary travelers on the
road of faith. Yet, here in St. Cloud,
our supposedly secular university
has fashioned a 12-foot-high Islamic
crescent, Jewish star, and Christian
cross to loom over passers-by—
in spite of the institution’s legal
requirement to remain neutral on
religious issues.
These icons line the façade of
Atwood Memorial Center, the heart
of St. Cloud State University’s
campus. Together, these religious
symbols form the “Coexist” banner,
where the crescent takes the place
of the “C”, the star stands in for
“X”, and the cross is a “T”. This
banner resembles the well-known
bumper sticker of the same message, although the smaller version
four other symbols.
This banner highlights monotheistic followers of Islam, Judaism,
and Christianity to the exclusion of
other systems of belief. It singles out
followers of the three chosen faiths,
and places a special emphasis on
them to get along with one another—implying that they are not currently coexisting—while excluding
people of other faiths.
This banner ignores bans on
public institutions from promoting certain religions, or religion in

general.
This banner divides students
and discriminates based on faith.
The SCSU administration must
remove this banner. It violates the
conscience of students, staff, and
faculty who do not subscribe to the
three featured faiths, and it also
places students of those three faiths
into a special category.
Article I, Section 16 of the Minnesota Constitution states that no
“preference be given by law to any
religious establishment.”
The Constitution further
outlaws the appropriation of state
property for religious purposes, and
the promulgation of any religion.
This banner directly violates both
provisions.
The school may claim that the
banner’s intent is not to discriminate, but discrimination is the
outcome. Good intentions do not
excuse violations of civil rights, or
violation of the U.S. Constitution’s
guarantee of religious liberty.
In Allegheny v. ACLU, the U.S.
Supreme Court held that a public
entity’s display of Christian and
Jewish symbols was “the very kind
of double establishment that the
First Amendment was designed to
outlaw.”
Even Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities, the parent institution of SCSU, advises employees
that displaying religious symbols in
a public setting is illegal. From the
November 28, 2012 memo “Guidelines for Holiday Directions and
Celebrations,” posted on SCSU’s
website: “Religious symbols or
holiday decorations with religious
content may not be displayed.”
The university has been warned
in the past about excessive entanglement with religion, and violating
student and employee civil rights.
In Stark vs. SCSU, the school was

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLYINGTEAPOT.HAAN.COM

“Coexist” banner that was on the Atwood Mall depicting the Muslim Crescent, Star of David, and Christian Cross.

ordered to stop its relationship with
local Christian schools because it
“created perception of symbolic
union between church and state”
and “impermissibly advanced religion in violation of establishment
clause of First Amendment.”
In “Insights for a Diverse Campus Community,” Winter 2006 (Volume III, Issue 4), SCSU celebrated
the religious symbolism of the thennew banner: “The black-and-white
‘Coexist’ message is spelled out on
the banner beginning with the halfmoon symbol for Islam forming the
‘C,’ the Star of David symbol of
Judaism in the center of the word,
and the cross symbol for Christianity forming the ‘T’ which ends the
word and completes the imagery.”
If the banner is supposed to
encourage harmony, why does it
explicitly reference only three religions: Islam, Judaism, and Christianity? Are all other religions equal
with those three? What about atheism, agnosticism, and pantheism?
The school made the choice to
display the less-inclusive “Coexist”
banner with three symbols instead
of the more-inclusive bumper

sticker version with a symbol for
every letter. Although the school’s
motive is unknown, and although
the seven-symbol “Coexist” is problematic, too, the actual result of the
chosen imagery is to promote the
monotheistic God religions originating in the Middle East, to the exclusion of all other forms of faith.
Coupled with SCSU’s inclusion
of a religious display case in Atwood (with only religions with over
ten followers on campus eligible to
contribute), its use of Islamic law
in preparing food on campus (late
hours during Ramadan, advertising
“Halal Fridays”), the promotion of
Kosher (Jewish ritual) food availability on campus, and a foot-wash
station built in Atwood for the convenience of Muslims, the university
has adopted a pro-monotheism,
pro-popular religion attitude to the
detriment of minority faiths and
non-religious people.
We must treat all faiths alike by
not singling out any one, two, three,
or other combination in particular.
Students must be free to express
their own personal and religious
views, but SCSU has no right to

promote or pick on any one belief
or group of beliefs over any others.
Religious symbols are powerful things, and the risk that these
symbols might be abused, misinterpreted, or cause anxiety in students
affected by them is too great.
“Religious beliefs and religious
expression are too precious to be
either proscribed or prescribed by
the State,” according to the U.S.
Supreme Court in Coles vs. Cleveland.
If the school wants to promote
coexistence, it can put up a different banner reading, simply, “Coexist”—without the use of religious
symbols.
SCSU must steer clear of interfering in the religious practice of
its students, and adopt the secular
behavior demanded by the law.
To comply with the Minnesota
Constitution, the laws of the State
and of the United States, and in the
interest of fairness and equality in
furthering the University’s mission,
the school must remove the Coexist
banner and reexamine its meddling
in religious affairs elsewhere on
campus.

Worth 100 Words Sometimes we must slow down

Summer is slowly withering away.
It may turn out to be the summer that
never was, after one of the longest winters in
history, Minnesota’s summer has been rather
interesting.
We’ve had a stretch of days that felt like
it was over 100 degrees.
We’ve had storms that have uprooted
entire trees and nearly the entire community
of Richmond.
Pull out the sweater and a pair of jeans.
Just this past weekend, we set record
Now, it is almost August and classes start
soon.

Mark Schrom
Sports Editor

Have an opinion?
Send a letter to the
editor.
Web
www.universitychronicle.net
Email
editor@universitychronicle.net
Mail
13 Stewart Hall, SCSU, St. Cloud,
MN 56301

Joe Edmonds
OPINIONS EDITOR
You may not have
a problem, but that’s
sort of the problem.
It’s Friday night
and I’m just getting off
of work. There is so
much to do on these
nights.
Still a little amped
up from running top
speed at work, I need
to keep going.
If I don’t keep
going, I might crash
to the bottom from
exhaustion.
What do I do?
Spend money I
don’t have on something I shouldn’t be
place. A bottle of New
Amsterdam Gin and a
little bit of tonic. The
limes come later.
I decided that
night to let the gin do
the walking and let it
take me where it needs
to go. This will most

likely lead to more
spending, as it usually
does.
“I didn’t have
money for this,” I
think to myself. “Why
did I even bother doing this?”
The ice cracks in
eral cubes out. I pour
the gin in half-way and
I stroll across the
hall to the neighbor’s
apartment to begin
yet another night of
blurriness.
The problem I
have is the same problem that many people
my age seem to have.
We have too much
time, too much energy,
but not enough money
to actually support
ourselves.
Is that statement
not drenched in irony?
With enough time
and energy, people
like me should be wise
enough to know that
these things could
easily be converted
into a better job, or at
least something more
productive.
And yet, people
like me exist. Not
only in St. Cloud, but
everywhere. I know

they exist because they
spend their time and
money in the same
ways I do and in the
same kinds of places.
They do stupid
things.
They go out at
midnight looking for
the fastest, greasiest
lar bill can buy. On
the way, they would
probably stop in a gas
station somewhere to
see if they could buy
cigarettes.
In fact, forget the
fast food. This place
has microwavable ham
and cheese sandwiches.
That might not be
the worst thing to do
in the world, but it is
habit forming.
The real problem
occurs the next day
when you realize you
spent the last of your
money on things that
are absolutely terrible
for your body.
Nevermind the
bad sandwich, those
cigarettes are speeding up your expiration
date much faster than
you would probably
like.
Fast food isn’t the
worst thing to spend

your money on, but
it’s also bringing you
down.
Eat a salad that’s
not from McDonald’s.
You could go out
and buy, marinade,
and prepare a chicken
breast with rice on
the side for under 10
dollars.
What are people
like me supposed to
do?
You can’t wake up
every morning feeling
like you got hit by a
truck. For all your
memory can recollect,
you probably did and
forgot about it.
Use your energy,
don’t burn it. You can
exercise. Go out and
run, or even for a walk
around Lake George.
Stop driving
everywhere. St. Cloud
isn’t too big to walk to
where you need to go.
Join a club that
focuses your talents.
Write a book or
learn how to play a
new instrument.
There is seemingly
an endless list of clubs
at SCSU. Everything
from copy editing a
student newspaper to
live action role-playing
are offered to students.

Explore what you
want to do with your
life instead of drowning in it.
Go out and meet
the people of St.
Cloud, especially if
they have different
interests than you.
Being poor doesn’t
necessarily mean you
have to be broke all
the time. It just means
you have to be a little
frugal.
Spend time during
the day doing things
instead of recovering
all day from the night
before. People do tend
to go out a little more
when the sun is up.
As for not having
any money to occupy
yourself during the
day, the park is always
there.
Elating your mood
is as easy as going for a
walk along the Mississippi River on a bright,
sunny, and clear day.
There are a lot of
better ways to spend
your money than going to the Red Carpet,
or swinging by Westside Liquor on the way
home from work.
It’s not the worst
thing to do every once
in a while, though.

Quote of the Week
“It is possible to believe that all the past is but the beginning of a beginning, and that all that is and has been is but the twilight of the dawn.
It is possible to believe that all the human mind has ever accomplished is
but the dream before the awakening.”
H.G. Wells
Author: “War of the Worlds” , “The Time Machine”

Marquee
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‘Monsters University’ captures hearts UPCOMING
Jason Tham
MOVIE REVIEW

For many of us who are
fortunate enough to afford higher
education, going to college is akin
upon a new chapter in our lives.
“Monsters University” reminds
foreign country at a new college
campus. The excitement rushed
through my veins to all parts of my
body as I knew I was embarking
upon an adventure.
Watching “Monsters University” puts me back into that thrill
mode.
Directed by Dan Scanlon,
“Monsters University” is a prequel
to “Monsters, Inc.” (2001) starring
the inseparable Mike Wazowski
(voiced by Billy Crystal) and James
“Sulley” Sullivan (John Goodman)
as freshmen at scaring school.
The movie brings us back to
the childhood of Mike and sets
the stage for when Mike aspires to
trip at Monsters, Inc.
If you weren’t too young when
you watched Monsters, Inc., you
should remember that scarers are
responsible for entering the human
world to scare kids in their sleep so
they can collect scream energy to
power the Monsters’ metropolis.
In order for Mike to qualify as a
scarer, he needs to attend a scaring
school.
semester at Monsters University,
Mike meets the then-talented-but-

EVENTS

indolent Sulley, who bears a noble
family name.
After several incidents, Mike
and Sulley become rivals and get
themselves into trouble with the icy,
authoritative Dean Hardscrabble
examination day.
In order to continue with the
scare program, Mike and Sulley
make a bet with the Dean and are
compelled to participate in the annual Scare Games, where fraternities and sororities at Monsters
University compete for the glorifying championship.
The rivals then join Oozma
sters University, to compete with
Roar Omega Roar, the elite fraternity, among other Greek groups in
the Scare Games.
The group goes through ups
and downs during the competition,
becoming a laughingstock of the
Omega Roar.
The adventures continue as the
monsters aim to prove their worth,
navigating obstacles along the way.
Compared to recent Pixar
movies, namely “Brave” (2012) and
“Cars 2” (2011), Monsters University lacks a focused lesson to take
away from watching the movie.
The prequel covers moral
stories related to friendship, ambition, determination, honesty, and
However, the central lesson
seems vague as there are multiple
climaxes in the plot.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOSTINREVIEWS.COM

For those who haven’t watched
“Monsters, Inc.,” the friendship
between Mike and Sulley may not
appear solid enough in “Monsters
University,” as it doesn’t quite
touch the depth of Woody and
Buzz’s friendship in “Toy Story.”
Nonetheless, “Monsters University” portrays campus life to its
fullest.
The images of campus architecture, pop culture references, and
the tradition of touching a campus
statue (John Harvard?) for good
luck, all glorify the public expectations of an American college
lifestyle.
Prior to screening, “Monsters University” revealed a fully
functional “school website” (www.
monstersuniversity.com) as a teaser

I was awe-struck by this ingenious
gimmick which parodies the college
experience in such a brilliant way.
All in all, “Monsters University” is still funny entertainment for
the family.
The storyline is not quite
surprising but retains enough
charm to capture the hearts of the
youngsters.
The only misfortune was its
simultaneous release with “Despicable Me 2,” a Universal Pictures
animation that opened as No.1 in

Rating for “Monsters University”: 8/10 stars.

Shredding the summer away

Wed 7/31
Summertime by
George concert
series presents
Davina and the
Vagabonds - 6:30
p.m.
Lake George Park
in downtown St.
Cloud.
Thu 8/1
The Wedding
Singer (musical) 7:30 p.m., repeats
Fri 8/2 and Sat 8/3
Paramount
Theatre, 913 W.
St. Germain.
Sat 8/3
Takin’ it to the
Streets Outdoor
Music Fest - 5-10
p.m.
House of Pizza
parking lot at First
St. S. and Fifth
Ave. S. 21 and
over.

PHOTO STORY BY SHUN JIE YONG / VISUALS EDITOR

Skateboarders enjoy the summer at Heritage Park’s skate plaza, located at 225 33rd Ave. S.

Gomez’s talent shines in ‘Stars Dance’
Ashmika Patke
ALBUM REVIEW

Multi-talented actress and singer, Selena
Gomez, has grown up. The former Disney Channel child star has released her heart-pounding
fourth album, “Stars Dance,” to ring in her 21st
birthday.
Best known for the Emmy award-winning
“Wizards of Waverly Place” series, Gomez
launched her singing career in 2009 with the
creation of Selena Gomez and The Scene. The
Southern starlet’s previous albums, “Kiss & Tell,”
“A Year Without Rain,” and “When the Sun Goes
Down,” all went Gold and featured Platinum
international tour named “We Own the Night.”
Her much-anticipated new release, “Stars
Dance,” was released nationwide on Tuesday,
July 23, the day after the former child star’s 21st
birthday.
leased in June and ruled the pop charts at number
one.
“Save the Day” will be released as a single in
August.
She describes “Stars Dance” as a pop-rooted,
electronic, dance record featuring teen pop, disco
and techno elements. Many of the songs discuss

different kinds of love and relationships.
The album comes with a songbook featuring brand new pictures of the familiar beauty. At
just over 40 minutes, the sassy singer’s album is a
nonstop dance party of a dozen songs with heartracing beats.
The album starts with a snappy upbeat dance
celebrating the singer’s birthday, and continues
with a mix of dance tracks and low ballads.
With techno sounds and electronic beats, even
the serious songs are dance tunes.
The sensual title track is more meaningful
The low-key melody, “Write Your Name,” has
more emotional lyrics.
“Music Feels Better” is a deep disco dive.
“Forget Forever” is a rare peppy, but serious
ballad.
“B.E.A.T.” is an upbeat electronic dance
number with resounding party lyrics.
released as an instant digital download on iTunes
and was later followed by the album completion.
The techno vibrations of “Like A Champion”
have unusual reggae and resonant vocal tones.
The dance tracks, “Birthday” and “Come &
Get It,” have received the most commercial success while the delicate melodies, “Stars Dance”
and “Write Your Name,” prove to hold the most

perceptive depth. These are the stand-out songs
from the savvy surprise album.
“Stars Dance” landed in Billboard’s Top 200
and is projected to sell over 100 thousand copies.
While the successful singer’s newest album has
an unexpected, off-beat rhythm, placing a surprising twist in her music career, the album displays
her familiar talent from an alternate perspective.
Despite that, this album lacks much of her
beloved vocal talents and lyrical depth. With recognizable rhymes, the album will leave electronic
echoes from its booming vocals long after being
played.
“Stars Dance” will get listeners dancing with
its smooth, slick sounds of voltaic music displaying the pop artist’s talent expansion.
Following four months of album promotion,
the pop artist is embarking on her international
“Stars Dance” concert tour for the rest of 2013.
Within a decade in show business, the former
child artist took Hollywood by storm, ruling TV,
With more credits to her name than years, the
young but mature performer is gradually transitioning from child to grown-up stardom while
staying true to her roots, hopefully forever.
Rating for “Stars Dance”: 8 /10 stars.

Wed 8/7
ReShonda Tate
Billingsley to
discuss “A Family
Affair” - 7-8:30
p.m.
St. Cloud Library,
Room 104,
Division and 12th
Ave.
Sat 8/10
St. Cloud Color
Blast 5K Run 9-11 a.m.
SCSU Husky
Stadium parking
lot.

Sports & Fitness
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NFL Column:
Ponder feels
the pressure
Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

Time is up for Christian
Ponder.
It is a make-or-break
season for the third-year
quarterback out of Florida
State University.
The Vikings had a spectacular offseason for anyone
who hasn’t been paying
attention.
To try to ensure the
stability of the quarterback
position, the Vikings picked
up veteran quarterback
Matt Cassel.
His ninth season in
the NFL, Cassel had his
breakout year with the New
England Patriots when Tom
Brady went down with a
torn ACL.
Cassel stepped up in
Brady’s absence, and had a
passing rating of 89.4 that
season.
Since then, Cassel has
spent four seasons as the
quarterback of the Kansas
City Chiefs.
but last season, he led the
record.
Be sure to keep your eye
on the quarterback battle
between Ponder and Cassel
during training camp and
the pre-season.
If Cassel performs well,
don’t expect much slack for
the junior quarterback out
of Florida State.
If Cassel performs better than Ponder in all four
preseason game, there is a

possibility that Leslie Frazier
will experience enough public pressure to be forced to
start Cassel over Ponder.
But don’t take what
I’ve said the wrong way.
Most fans want Ponder to
become the quarterback
of the future, the face of
the organization alongside
star running back, Adrian
Peterson.
Why would anyone want
be a complete failure?
of greatness.
Last season, while
Adrian Peterson was burnPonder led the Vikings to a
four-game winning streak
to end the season, and he
posted an 86.8 quarterback
rating.
It was the second best
quarterback rating in the
NFL at that time.
However, I guarantee
fans don’t forget the eight
weeks in the middle of the
season when Ponder stunk
up the entire stadium with a
To help his cause,
though, Ponder will have
some added weapons this
season.
as a deep threat.
With the addition of
former Green Bay Packers star, Greg Jennings, the
veteran playmaker and the
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Christian Ponder is entering his third year as the starting quarterback, but faces an uphill battle this
pre-season. Newly acquired backup quarterback Matt Cassel is competing with Ponder for the position.

young quarterback could
prove to be a deadly combo
when so many defenses will
be stacking the box to stop
Adrian Peterson.
ing yards each season and in
mark with 949 yards.
However, last season,
Jennings was hampered
with injuries and spent the
beginning of the season on
the sideline.
I’m going to keep my
still has plenty left in the
tank.
The problem is that
Ponder has never been too

keen on delivering a pass
He’s never been a riskWhich leads to the
next weapon the Vikings
acquired this offseason:
Cordarrelle Patterson.
The Vikings hit it out
of the park this past April
in the NFL Draft by adding
Sharrif Floyd and Xavier
Rhodes to a defense that
could end up being one of
the leagues top defenses for
years to come, but to put the
cherry on top of the stundrafted Patterson.

Although not an ideal
outside threat at wide receiver, Patterson will do
great replacing the now
Seattle wide receiver, Percy
Harvin, at the slot position.
Patterson needs to get a
little better at route-running,
but with his ferocious speed
it will be hard to contain
him in a single-coverage
defense while trying to keep
all eyes on Peterson in the
I think Ponder will have
a hayday with Patterson this
season, hitting him with his
yard passes.
I personally believe
Ponder will emerge into the

quarterback he needs to be
this year, and I think he will
keep Cassel on the bench
the entire season barring
injuries.
games of the regular season,
which were a playoff push
for the Vikings, Ponder
learned how to play quarterback. His 86.8 quarterback rating showed that
he can play well, but I am
relying on more than just
numbers for this claim.
He learned what it felt
like to be a winner. That
drive could push him over
the hump and to the next
level.
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Milwaukee Brewers’ Ryan Braun has been suspended the remainder of the season without pay for his use of PED’s. He was last season’s MVP and some believe
he should be stripped of that title. Fellow sterorid user Alex Rodriguez of the New York Yankees may even receive the lifetime ban for his continued use of PED’s.

MLB Column: Braun just the tip of the iceberg
Ryan Fitzgerald
STAFF WRITER

It is really getting sickening how much Performance
Enhancing Drugs (PED’s)
past-time and Milwaukee
Brewers’, Ryan Braun, is
the latest victim, but will
certainly not be the last.
Braun has been under
scrutiny since he won MVP
last season and reports have
tested positive for PED’s.
He has been suspended
for the remainder of the
season without pay.
However, one must not
help to think that the MLB
is coming down harsher
on players because usugot 65 games).
It is humorous how

much he denied allegations since being under the
microscope the media had
placed on him.
Braun was one of the
most beloved player’s in
Milwaukee and maybe in
the National League.
This certainly will
tarnish his career and there
are talks that he should be
stripped of the MVP he
received last year.
Analyst and some media
outlets believe that Matt
should retain the MVP of
Braun won’t contest the
hearing and has alluded
that he isn’t “perfect” in
multiple interviews and
stated that he will accept the
consequences.
lion by not playing in the
Brewers’ remaining games.

According to an Asgames of the penalty were
connected to Biogenesis.
stemmed from Braun’s actions during the grievance
that overturned his positive
The suspension will
the drug program.
After MLB’s original
meeting with Braun on June
answer questions about
Biogenesis, he requested
a second meeting, and
his inconsistent answers
with the fact that he knew
the evidence was stacked
against him, so he struck a
deal with MLB.
The fact that Braun
decided to deny allegations about Biogenesis, and
how he was caught lying,

played a factor in why he
was suspended for the entire
season.
It was because of that
deal that Braun’s suspension was announced a week
ago, that more players are
expected to be suspected of
receiving suspensions.
The plan remains for the
rest of the suspensions stemming from the investigation
to be announced all at once.
Braun is only the tip of
the iceberg as the MLB has
its sights honed in on Alex
Rodriguez, who is expected
by many to possibly receive
a lifetime ban from the
game.
athletes being linked to this
latest scandal, it begs the
question as to who is clean.
It is downright depressing to know that Major
League Baseball will never

be the same because of the
so-called “steroid era”, and
there is no denying the truth
of that statement.
It is too bad that we will
forever be linked to this era
because, the point is, PED’s
have just become part of
the game.
For baseball not to have
stricter testing policies in
place is hurting the longevity of the game.
Commissioner Bud
Selig needs to get his head
out of the clouds and do
something about this hiatus
before the game is forever
tainted.
The thing that irks
me the most is that young
kids and aspiring athletes
look up to these particular
athletes. They might get the
idea that using PED’s is the
right thing to do to get the
edge.

What happened to hard
work? What happened to
dedication? What happened
good ol’ fashioned grimy
and dirty baseball like the
way Pete Rose and Ty Cobb
used play?
The sad thing is I don’t
think it’ll ever go away
because players are too lazy
and are just looking to make
a quick buck in the league
that they don’t care about
the effect it may have had
on the game.
The days of real baseball, the way it’s supposed to
be played, is over.
We will never see the
likes and greatness of,
for example, Babe Ruth,
Mickey Mantle, Joe DiMaggio, Roger Maris, Hank
Aaron, and Jackie Robison
without having the notion
of steroids in the back of
our mind.

